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which led the French to fear that, when it came, they would make impossible demands which would break it up and precipitate war.
In the meantime the Kaiser had taken up the second part of the German plan, and on July 24, six weeks after the fall of Delcass6, he visited the Tsar on board his yacht off the Island of Bjorkoe in Finnish waters, taking in his pocket the draft of a treaty which had been prepared by Billow and Holstein. There followed, according to the Kaiser's account, a highly emotional interview, in which the two Emperors fell into each other's arms and the Tsar signed the treaty on the spot. It contained three clauses: (i) in case either Germany or Russia was attacked by a European Power, its Ally was to " come to its aid in Europe with all its forces on land or sea " ; (2) neither was to make a separate peace with a common enemy; (3) the Tsar was " after this Treaty comes into force " to take the necessary steps to inform France, and to associate her with it as an Ally. France, therefore, was to know nothing about it until it came into force—the date fixed for that being the conclusion of peace between Russia and Japan—and then was to be faced with the fact that her Ally, Russia, had behind her back entered into an alliance with her opponent, Germany. The Tsar appears to have forgotten that his Government and the French had pledged themselves to " take counsel together upon every question of a nature to jeopardize the general peace," for he could scarcely have supposed that a secret treaty
Russia and Germany lay outside this stipulation. Kaiser specially prided himself on the last clause of this '^H. France out of all previous consultation and v should be faced with the accomplished fact lan Alliance.   She would then have had to between submission and complete isolation, in which she was after the fall of Delcasse, aidy assumed that she would submit.
ty and its Miscarriage
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